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March 25, 2025

Office of the Governor

Executive Office of the Governor-Department of Government Efficiency
State of Florida

400 S. Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL. 32399

Subject: Response to Executive Office of the Governor (EOG)-
Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) Inquiry

Dear EOG-DOGE Team,

On behalf of the Clay County Board of County Commissioners, we are writing
in response to your letter dated March 18, 2025, regarding the inquiry into the
County’s financial condition under Section 218.503, Florida Statutes.

As requested, we consulted with the Clay County Clerk of Court and
Comptroller, the Honorable Tara S. Green, who serves as the Chief Financial
Officer for the County. She has provided a formal response dated March 20,
2025, which we have reviewed and attached. According to her response, there
have been no instances in Clay County that would constitute a financial
emergency or distress under any of the criteria listed in Section 218.503(1),
Florida Statutes.

Specifically:

No failures to pay short-term obligations due to lack of funds.

No failures to make debt service payments when due.

No uncontested creditor claims unpaid for more than 90 days.

No failures to transfer legally required contributions.

No fund balance deficits in the general fund or other major operating
funds persisting for two consecutive years.
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In addition, the Independent Auditors’ Report performed by James Moore &
Co. for year ended September 30, 2023, states the County’s financial
statements are presented in accordance with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America and the County’s financial position
is presented fairly in all material respects. Please find their opening letter
attached; the full report is available on the Clay County Clerk of Court and
Comptroller website at clayclerk.com.

Clay County fully supports the efforts of the EOG-DOGE to promote financial
transparency, early identification of fiscal distress, and the overall health of
local government finances. We welcome the opportunity to collaborate with



your team and are committed to participating in efforts that strengthen financial accountability and
sustainability across Florida’s local governments.

We trust this provides the information your office requested. If you require any additional information
or further documentation, please feel free to contact me at Betsy.Condon@claycountygov.com.

Sincerely,
f%stgz (indn

Betsy Condon, Chair
Clay County Board of County Commissioners

Ce:  Howard Wanamaker, Clay County Manager
Tara Green, Clay County Clerk of Court and Comptroller
Senator Jennifer Bradley via E-mail
Representative Sam Garrison via E-mail
Representative Judson Sapp via E-mail

Enc.: Letter from the Honorable Tara S. Green, Clay County Clerk of Court and Comptroller
Letter from James Moore & Co., Independent Auditors



March 20, 2025

r TARA S. GREEN, CLAY COUNTY CLERK OF COURT AND COMPTROLLER

/' 825 N Orange Ave, PO Box 698, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 / (904) 269-6302 / info@clayclerk.com / clayclerk com

Electronically to howard.wanamker@claycounty.gov
Howard Wanamaker, County Manager

Electronically to betsy.condon@claycounty.gov
Betsy Condon, Board of County Commissioners, Chair

Clay County, FL

Green Cove Springs, FL 32043

Dear County Manager Wanamaker and Chair Condon,

In response to the letter from the EOG DOGE team dated March 18, 2025 with subject: EOG DOGE
Efforts & Inquiry Regarding Financial Condition Under Section 218.503, Florida Statutes, the Clay

County Clerk of Court and Comptroller is providing the following responses to the letter.

The request was for confirmation as to whether Clay County has encountered any instances of

financial emergency or distress, including those listed in section 218.503(1), Florida Statutes. These

are our responses:

1.

Failure to pay short-term loans or obligations when due as a result of lack of funds.

Response: To our knowledge, no instances have occurred.

Failure to make debt service payments on bonds, loans, or other debt instruments
when due.

Response: To our knowledge, no instances have occurred.

Failure to timely pay uncontested claims from creditors for more than 90 days
due to lack of funds.

Response: To our knowledge, no instances have occurred.

Failure to transfer taxes, social security contributions, or retirement
plan contributions as required by law.

Response: To our knowledge, no instances have occurred.
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5. Anunreserved ortotal fund balance deficit inthegeneral fund or any major
operating fund that persists for two consecutive years.

Response: To our knowledge, no instances have occurred.

If you need any further information, please let us know and we will supply it expeditiously.

Sincerely,

[1 79

Tara S. Green
Clay County Clerk of Court and Comptroller
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JAMESMOORE

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT

The Honorable Board of County Commissioners,
Clay County, Florida:

Report on the Audit of the Financial Statements
Opinions

We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type activities, the
aggregate discretely presented component unit, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund
information of Clay County, Florida (the County), as of and for the year ended September 30, 2023, and
the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the County’s basic financial
statements as listed in the table of contents.

In our opinion, based on our report and the report of the other auditors, the accompanying financial
statements present fairly, in all material respects, the respective financial position of the governmental
activities, the business-type activities, the aggregate discretely presented component unit, each major
fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the County as of September 30, 2023, and the
respective changes in financial position, and where applicable, cash flows thereof for the year then ended
in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.

We did not audit the financial statements of the Housing Finance Authority of Clay County, which is the
County’s discretely presented component unit. Those financial statements were audited by another auditor
whose report has been furnished to us and our opinions, insofar as they relate to the amounts included for
the Housing Finance Authority of Clay County, are based solely on the report of the other auditor.

Basis for Opinions

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America (GAAS) and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing
Standards (GAS), issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Our responsibilities under those
standards are further described in the Auditors® Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements
section of our report. We are required to be independent of the County, and to meet our other ethical
responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We believe that
the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinions.

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America, and for the
design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair
presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or
error.

In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are conditions or
events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the County’s ability to continue as a
going concern for twelve months beyond the financial statement date, including any currently known
information that may raise substantial doubt shortly thereafter.



Auditors’ Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditors’ report that
includes our opinions. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance and
therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with GAAS and GAS will always detect
a material misstatement when it exists. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from
fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional
omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. Misstatements are considered material
if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, they would influence the judgment
made by a reasonable user based on the financial statements.

In performing an audit in accordance with GAAS and GAS, we:

e Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

e Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to
fraud or error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such
procedures include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and disclosures in
the financial statements.

e Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an
opinion on the effectiveness of the County’s internal control. Accordingly, no such opinion is
expressed.

e Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the
financial statements.

e Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the aggregate,
that raise substantial doubt about the County’s ability to continue as a going concern for a
reasonable period of time.

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the
planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal control-related
matters that we identified during the audit.

Required Supplementary Information

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the management’s
discussion and analysis and required supplementary information, as listed in the table of contents be
presented to supplement the basic financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of
management and, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental
Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the
basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. We and other
auditors have applied certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information in accordance
with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries
of management about the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for
consistency with management’s responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other
knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. We do not express an opinion
or provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures do not provide us with
sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance.



Supplementary Information

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively
comprise the County’s financial statements. The combining and individual nonmajor fund financial
statements and other schedules, and schedule of expenditures of federal awards and state financial
assistance as required by the audit requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part
200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards
(Uniform Guidance), and Section 215.97, Florida Statutes, Florida Single Audit Act, are presented for
purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the basic financial statements.

The combining and individual nonmajor fund financial statements and other schedules, and schedule of
expenditures of federal awards and state financial assistance as required by the audit requirements of Title
2 US. Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost
Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance), and Section 215.97, Florida
Statutes, Florida Single Audit Act, is the responsibility of management and was derived from and relates
directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial statements. The
information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial
statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information
directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial statements or to
the basic financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing
standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, the information is fairly
stated, in all material respects, in relation to the basic financial statements as a whole.

Other Information Included in the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report

Management is responsible for the other information included in the annual comprehensive financial
report (ACFR). The other information comprises the introductory and statistical sections but does not
include the basic financial statements and our auditors’ report thereon. Our opinions on the basic financial
statements do not cover the other information, and we do not express an opinion or any form of assurance
thereon. In connection with our audit of the basic financial statements, our responsibility is to read the
other information and consider whether a material inconsistency exists between the other information and
the basic financial statements, or the other information otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If,
based on the work performed, we conclude that an uncorrected material misstatement of the other
information exists, we are required to describe it in our report.

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated April 5, 2024,
on our consideration of the County's internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of its
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other
matters. The purpose of that report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over
financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the
effectiveness of the County's internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an
integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the
County’s internal control over financial reporting and compliance.

C%w Mm':- de-,P.L-

Daytona Beach, Florida
April 5,2024
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