
the amount of electronics recy-

cled increased but the percent-

age did not because the amount 

of electronics sent for EOL 

management increased each 

year as well. 
 

For 2006-2007, the recycling 

rate increased to 18%, possibly 

because several states have 

started mandatory collection 

and recycling programs for elec-

tronics. 
 

Please note that electronics 

placed out at the curb for col-

lection are not recycled, they 

are collected as garbage.  Please 

deliver electronics to the Rose-

mary Hill Solid Waste Manage-

ment Facility to have them recy-

cled. 

 

On March 7, 2009 Clay County 

hosted its first electronics recy-

cling event at the Rosemary Hill 

Solid Waste Management Facil-

ity.  This event was held as a 

part of the Great American 

Cleanup.  During this event, we 

collected 2,520 pounds of elec-

tronics wastes (e-waste) that 

otherwise would have ended up 
in a landfill.   
 

Since the initial event, we have 

continued to accept e-waste and 

have collected an additional 

20,440 pounds.   
 

Electronics acceptable for recy-

cling at Rosemary Hill Solid 

Waste Management Facility, 

include: computer monitors and 

terminals,  large computer pe-

ripherals (printers, scanners, fax 

machines, etc.),  small computer 

peripherals (keyboards, mice, 

game hardware, external drives, 

modems, cables, etc.), telecom-

munications devices (phones, 

cell phones, pagers, hand-held 

devices, etc.), video & audio 
equipment (stereos, VCRõs, 

digital cameras, radios, tape 

players, etc.). 
 

Recycling vs Disposal 

(According to the EPA) 
 

Of the 2.25 million tons of TVs, 

cell phones and computer prod-

ucts ready for end-of-life (EOL) 

management, 18% (414,000 

tons) was collected for 

recycling and 82% (1.84 

million tons) was disposed 

of, primarily in landfills na-

tionwide. 

From 1999 through 2005, 

the recycling rate was rela-

tively constant at about 

15%. During these years, 

Electronics Recycling  

Driver Spotlight: DeWayne Limes, Lead Driver  

DeWayne Limes has lived in Clay 

County for 17 years.  Moving here 

well before he retired from the 

U.S. Navy in 2001. In October of 

2001, after serving our country 

for 22 years Dewayne began his 

career in the waste industry.  In 

January 2007 he started with 

Advanced Disposal as a Lead 

Driver and has trained approxi-

mately 25 drivers,  about 98% of 

those are still with Advanced 

Disposal.  He wakes up each 

morning at 3:50 a.m. to get to 

work and get out on his route and 

he takes great pride in what he 

does.  We asked DeWayne what 

you, the residents, can do to 

make his job easier, he said,  

òFollow the service standards, put 

all garbage in 40 gallon or smaller 

cans or heavy duty bags, when 

garbage is just thrown out at the 

curb and not put in containers, it 

makes all of our jobs harder.ó 

DeWayne also said òIt is a pleas-

ure serving our community. If you 

see me out on my route, please 

stop and say hello.ó 

(904) 695-0500 

1-866-779-CLAY (2529)  

www.advanceddisposal.com  
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  Clay County Department of 

Environmental Services 

3545 Rosemary Hill Road 

Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 

(904) 269-6374 or  

(904) 284-6374 

(352) 473-3711 ext. 6374 

Q. What household electronics 

item, pound for pound, has the 
greatest amount of 
potentially hazard-

ous materials?  
 
A. Remote Controls  
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Be Green When You Clean 

While there are millions of 

cleaning products out there, 

some of the safest to use for 

you and the environment 

already exist in your home. We 

have included a list of green 

cleaning ideas for you. 

Lemon juice cleans and adds 

a refreshing scent to household 

cleaners. Some of the uses 
include: Room deodorizer, 

remove tarnish from brass and 

copper, remove refrigerator 

odors, and acts as gentle laun-

dry bleach. 

Baking soda is a versatile 

household cleaner. Some of the 

uses include: Clean cast iron 

cookware, remove scratches 

from counter tops, carpet 

deodorizer, remove carpet 

stains, buff out furniture stains, 

remove crayon marks from 

walls, unclog a drain, use 

as a laundry fabric softener, 

soft scrub cleaner, and toilet 

bowl cleaner. 
Salt can be used as an antibac-

terial scrubber and a way to 

give new life to old items. 

Some of the ways to use salt to 

clean and disinfect include: Give 

new life to wicker furniture, 

remove wine stains and grease 

stains from carpet, give new life 

to sponges by soaking them in 

a salt solution, clean residue 

from glass, banish fleas, remove 

stains from enamel pans, and 

brighten cutting boards. 

White vinegar can be used to 

remove mildew in the bath-

room, fill a spray bottle with a 

vinegar solution to clean 
chrome and stainless steel sur-

faces, shine silver, give new life 

to old rugs, remove carpet 

stains, remove water rings on 

furniture, disinfect kitchen cut-

ting boards, clean glass and 

mirrors. 

Lemon juice, baking 
soda, salt, vinegar, 

olive oil, and club soda 
are just a few green 
cleaning agents. These 

are not only natural 
products that will get 

the job done, but also 

great for your wallet.  

Keep Your Load Secured 

not securing their loads.  

Florida law states: "No 

vehicle shall be driven or 

moved on any highway 

unless the vehicle is so 

constructed or loaded as to 

prevent any of its load 

from dropping, shifting, 

leaking, blowing, or otherwise 

escaping. Covering and secur-

ing the load with a close fitting 

tarpaulin or appropriate cover 

is required." F.S. 316.520.  If 

you are cited for an un-

covered load you will 

have to make a manda-

tory court appearance 

and face a fine of up to 

$200.00. 

Headed for an Environmental 

Convenience Center (ECC) or 

the Solid Waste Management 

Facility? Make sure all your 

wastes reach their destination. 

Remember, flying debris is a 

danger to other motorists 

and creates unsightly litter 

on our roadways. Drivers 

can be ticketed and fined for 

Above is a 

picture of an 

unsecured load. 

During 2007/2008 Clay 

County residents recycled; 

 

279,240 pounds of metal 

cans 

1,381,920 pounds of glass 

1,235,520 pounds of plastic 

9,623,640 pounds of paper  

2,681,420 pounds of scrap 

metal and batteries 

774,800 pounds of tires 

 

As a result of the recycling 

efforts of Clay County resi-

dents, the volume of recycla-

bles collected at curbside 

grew by approximately 21.8%. 

This number would have been 

even greater had it not been 

for the volume of newspaper 

During the 

2007/2008 

fiscal year 

Clay County 

recycled 

15,976,540 

pounds of  

material through the residen-

tial recycling program.  This 

allowed us to avoid approxi-

mately $270,000.00 in dis-

posal costs.   The amount of 

materials recycled also saved  

an estimated 14,524 cubic 

yards of landfill space.  Clay 

Countyõs recycling program 

typically results in about $1 

million in Solid Waste pro-

gram savings per year.    

 

available for recycling having 

decreased as a result of the 

downturn in the economy.  

Newspapers today have less 

content, advertisements, etc., 

as well as subscriptions are 

down.  The largest increase in 

recyclables has been in plas-

tics, which is good because 

prices being received for recy-

cled plastics continues to im-

prove at a higher pace than 

other materials.   

The Benefits of Recycling  During the 

2007/2008 fiscal 

year Clay County 

residents recycled 

enough 

aluminum cans 

to save the 

equivalent of 

436,313 gallons 

of gasoline and 

over 96 kilowatt 

hours of 

electricity.  



Many people assume that pizza 

boxes are recyclable. In fact, 

most boxes have recycling 

symbols on them and are tradi-

tionally made from corrugated 

cardboard. They are, in and of 

themselves, recyclable. 

 

However , what makes parts 

of them non-recyclable is the 
hot, tasty treat that comes 

inside them, specifically the 

grease and cheese from pizza 

that soil the cardboard. So 

there you have it, pizza boxes 

that are tarnished with food, or 

any paper product that is 

stained with grease or food, 

are not recyclable. 

   

Food is one of the worst con-

taminants in the paper recycling 

process. Grease and oil are not 

as big a problem for plastic, 

metal and glass, as those mate-

rials are recycled using a heat 

process. But when paper prod-
ucts, like cardboard, are recy-

cled, they are mixed with water 

and turned into a slurry. Since 

we all know water and oil don't 

mix, the issue is clear.  Grease 

from pizza boxes causes oil to 

form at the top of the slurry, 

and paper fibers cannot sepa-

rate from oils during the pulp-

ing process. Essentially, this 

contaminant causes the entire 

batch to be ruined. This is the 

reason that other food related 

items are non-recyclable (used 

paper plates, used napkins, 

used paper towels, etc).  

 
Many people admit trying to 

"sneak" their pizza boxes in 

with cardboard boxes and 

such. In reality, this does more 

harm than good as the con-

taminated cardboard could ruin 

the whole recycling batch.  

vides garbage, yard trash and 

recyclables collection services at 

a level appropriate to meet the 

basic needs of a residence 

through the course of a year.    

 

However, in storm events war-

ranting service beyond that pro-

vided by Advanced Disposal, the 

County may seek the involve-

ment of the Federal Emergency 

Management Administration 

(FEMA) to help residents in the 

removal of yard debris in the 

aftermath of storms.   

 

When clean-

ing up after a 

storm, itõs 

important to 

remember 

the guidelines 

for yard waste collection and to 

properly prepare your debris so 

it can be collected efficiently and 

effectively.   

Cleaning up after a storm can be 

stressful, and the amount of 

vegetative debris created by 

storms can be overwhelming.  

Advanced Disposal, through a 

contract with Clay County, pro-

Often, it is necessary to have a 

licensed tree surgeon cut and 

clear large trees and other storm 

debris.   

If you choose to use a tree sur-

geon, be sure to inquire if their 

fees include removal and disposal 

services.  Today most tree sur-

geons make it a practice to 

mulch trees and their branches 

for beneficial and economical use 

nearby. 

The Pizza Box Recycling Mystery 

Cleaning Up After a Storm  

Clay County Road Facts 

County-owned or maintained 

dirt roads. The remainder of 

dirt roads are private roads.  

All dirt roads in Clay County 

require substantial ongoing 

maintenance including frequent 

grading, pulling of ditches, and 

replacement of roadbed mate-

rials.  The County is prohibited 

by law from using its resources 
to repair or maintain privately-

owned roads.   However, there 

is a County program whereby 

adjacent property owners can 

have improvements made to 

private roads, and or have 

maintenance performed by 

implementation of an òMSBUó, 

to learn more go to the 

County web site at 

www.claycountygov.com.  

Clay County encourages all 

residents who reside on private 

roads to maintain the integrity 

of their roads for essential 
services, including Fire and 

Rescue, Clay County Sheriffõs 

Office as well as for waste 

collection services by Advanced 

Disposal.    

According to a recent Trans-

portation Committee presenta-

tion, Clay County has 1,668 

miles of roads.  These roads 

are either paved, dirt or have 

millings.  Of this total approxi-

mately 235 miles are main-

tained by the state, 118 miles 

by the Cities of Green Cove 

Springs and Keystone Heights, 
and the Towns of Orange Park 

and Penney Farms.   

Over 33% of the roads in Clay 

County are dirt.  There are 

approximately 245 miles of 

17% of the 

roads in Clay 

County are 

private roads.  

13% of roads in 

Clay County 

are private dirt 

roads. 
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Being well informed 

about items that are 
not accepted as a part 

of Clay Countyõs recy-

cling program helps us 
all. 

Fallen tree in 

Green Cove 

Springs after  

Tropical Storm  

Fay in 2008. 


